164           IRONSIDES IN THE MAKING

1643 And men of parts and understanding know how to manage this business, and know that flying is the surest way to death, and that standing to it is the likeliest way to escape ; there being many usually that fall in flight for one that falls in valiant fight." So Oliver must have reasoned. He valued two things, character and brains. His enemies declared that he cared only for piety, and selected his officers anyhow, provided they were " godly precious men."1 The charge was untrue. Oliver's first demand was for fighting quality, but ho believed rightly that that sprang not from mere bellicosity but from a strong and rational purpose. In his own words, " a few honest men are better than numbers," and with him honesty meant conscience. There were misfits in his ranks, devout men who were no soldiers arid stout fighting men who were rogues, but the average quality was very high. This principle of selection was no new thing, for Essex and Hampden proclaimed it;a the difference with Oliver was that he made it a reality.

Inevitably his ranks were full of independents, separatists, antinomians, baptists bearing the stigma of continental anabaptism, and all the wild sects that spring up in a time of religious stress. One troop, Christopher Bethell's, was believed to be packed with heretics.3 These men had in them the spirit that wins battles, and Oliver, who never belonged to any religious body after he drifted away from the church, had a natural kindness for those who refused to let priest or layman come between them and their Maker. This prepossession was due partly to temperament and creed, but largely to his practical instinct. " How to get the best soldiers was the problem which made Cromwell tolerant,, and tolerance built upon so material a foundation would to the end have in it something narrower than Chilling-worth's

1  Manchester's  Quarrel  with  Cromwdl   (Camclon   Soo.),   72.    A   royalist pamphleteer of 1644 wrote: "Now begins an Hosanna to Cromwell, one that hath beate up his Drummos olcano through tho Old Testament; you may learno the Genealogy of our Saviour by tho names in his Regiment;   tho Muster-master uses no other list than tho first chapter of Mat&ew,   With what face can they object to the King the bringing in of Foreigners, when themselves intertaine such an Army of Hebrews ? "   T7ie Character of a London DiurnaU,

2  Gardiner, Civil War, 1.153 n,                      3 M. Baxt,, 53.